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My Drax BroThes, 


AVING had a conſiderable ſhare in the inſtruction of your 

youth, it is natural enough for me to be proud of my 
ſucceſs, in the department to which the little piece I now pre- 
ſent to you, relates. 


You have a ſon alſo, my dear Thomas, in whom I am much 
intereſted, and whoſe education, I foreſee, from your conſtant 
occupation in the line of your profeſſivn, you will be obliged to 


devolve upon others. 


I am willing to take any charge of him ia that reſpect you 
are diſpoſed to aſſign to me, and if the diſtance does not intimi- 


date you, ſhould wiſh to ſee him founded in claſhcal elements 


at our excellent public grammar ſchool at Edinburgh. 


I have viſited that ſchool frequently, not only on public days, 
when the boys are always prepared to make their belt appear- 
ances, but on other days, when I was not expected, and have 


always come away with the higheſt ſatisfaction. 


It hath always been my opinion, that, next to a well poiſed 
and well adminiſtered government, a virtuous inftitution of 
youth, is the moſt effectual method of giving efficacy to the 
laws, and proſperity to the ſtate. 


Indeed, T might well have given it the firſt place, if I had not 
made the art of government ſo much my ſtudy, as to foreſee 
the practicability of a ſyſtem of government being arranged ſo 


as to produce the effec deſired, without the interpoſition of the 
legiſlative 
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legiſlative power, or the invaſion of the ſacred right of domeſ- 
tie authority. 


The ſhort addreſſes to the learned Rector, and the young Gen- 
tlemen of his claſs, in the High School of this city, which I now 
preſent to you, were intended as an antidote to the prevailing de- 
cline of gymnaſtic exerciſes, claſhcal erudition, and public ſenti- 
ment, which ſeem to aim at the root of public as well as private 
virtue, and to threaten the deſtruction of that well marked cha- 
rater, thoſe manly and vigorous exertions, which formerly car- 
ried the Scots and Engliſh to the higheſt pitch of national e- 


nergy and plory. 


The formation of a brave, well organiſed, and good citizen, 
ought to begin indeed from his firlt origin ; for it is 1mpoſlible 
that the ſpawn of enervated luxury can grow into any thing 
that can be fit for great occaſions. The mind cannot act in a 
feeble body for the great and energetic purpoſes of ſociety, 
Nerves, but not the nerves of modern tone, are ſupereminently 
required, and you muſt make your pupil a man, before you can 
think of making him good or great. 


The next ſtep towards the preparation of the man of my 
ſyſtem, is the expoſure of his body to the greateſt poſſible num- 
ber of harmleſs excitements, and his mind, through that only 
medium, to the greateſt poſſible number of elementary impreſ- 
lions, whereby the firſt is ſtrengthened, and the latter inform- 
ed experimentally with nature and ſentiment. I would have 
my pupil nurſed by a robuſt, ſenſible, talkative mother, if he 
bas one, and if not, by a nurie choicn for ſuch qualities. He 
ought to walk without help, if he is properly trained, in his 
earlieſt infancy, and, by expoſure to various little accidents, he 
will gather acquaintance with all the obje&s that are about 
him, be able to keep himſelf out of the way of miſchief, and to 
help himſelf on a great many little occaſions. 


It is the want of inſtitution which occaſions the deſpicable 


helpleſſneſs of our modern nobleſſe. Accuſtomed from the 
cradle 
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3 cradle to do every thing by proxy, they aſſume this privilege of 
1 peerage throughout the whole of their exiſtence; they cannot 
buckle their own ſhoes, ſhave their beards, put on their cloaths, 
act in their own buſineſs, keep their own accounts, pay their 
oven debts, or even be at the pains to continue their own fami- 
lies: All is to be done by proxy, all through the media of va- 
lets, frizeurs, gentlemen of the chamber, attornies, chaplains, 


, or ſtout Iriſhmen. 
: Children educated in crowded hoſpitals, where, from their 
5 number, and the mercenary unconcernedneſs of their attendants, 
3 they are not excited by various objects and events, or by the 
novelty and variety of converſation, are in general powerleſs, 
: 'F helpleſs, and dull in their conceptions. 
4 The faculties of the mind, as well as of the body, become 
A paralytic by diſuſe. The ear is provided with muſcles of erec- 
Yo tion, and I have known individuals who could prick up their 
y ears like an aſs ; but almoſt all cf us have loſt this faculty by 
a early ligature, or by diſuſe. 
My next maxim, relating to education, is, that it ſhould be 
” ſuited to the climate, government, and religion of the country, 
of and to the probable ſituation of the individual in that country. 
ly After the years of infancy, therefore, my pupil is gradually 
. formed by his nurture to the general ſcope of his future life; 
n- without permitting, however, any extraordinary marks of ge- 
ve nius to eſcape unnoticed, whereby his parents or guardians may 
* be enabled to regulate the quantity and quality of his intellec- 
Te tua] food, 
i If he is the child of a great Nobleman, and ſolitary in the fa- 
F mily, let his father generouſly take the charge of two or three 
- children of his friends or neighbours, of the ſame age, and put 


7 
them under the tuition of a gentleman fit at once to perform 


the part of a father, a friead, and preceptor ; for it is with 


concern that I am obliged to remark, that men of our condition, 


who have the gifts of fortune, aud have not been bred, like us, 


; 
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in the ſchool of adverſity, have ſeldom any thing but wealth to 


fit them for thoſe important functions. They 
My pupils, thus ſituated, are to appear conſtantly at the fa- — 
mily table, or in the public rooms at meals. They are to be 1 


encouraged in the ſharpeſt and moſt critical attention to the 
virtues, oddities, and aukwardneſſes of each other, and to ex- To the 
cite and improve each other by innocent and gay exerciſes of ty and i 
this ſort, ſo that their capacities may be continually ſtrength- ublic ſpi 
ened: For wit, humour, and ſterling good ſenſe, conſiſt in 
little more than a conception, more- or leſs rapid, of the minute 
and characteriſtic relations of things, expreſſed with more or 
leſs gaiety, contraſt, velocity, or correQneſs. As my pupils ; 
advanced, I would have them fent to public ſchools, but under 
the ſame eye and tuition, and that private ſhould be judiciouſly 2 
mixed with public education, ſo as to de no more than to hold 
up as it were the chins of my pupils till their feet touched the 
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ground. Put of the 
I would have them taught to labour by themſelves ; I would They ar 
have them inſpired by the love of virtuous fame, and the ad- Fal inſtrum 
miration of illuſtrious characters. Fountrymei 
I would rather ſee the tear ſtanding in their eyes, when they | o dance wi 
read or recited the ſtories of the death of Brutus, Cato, Helvi- All theſ 
dius Priſcus, Arulenus Ruſticus, Thraſea Pœtus, and of Arria, Nue compaſ: 
than melting with the fiftitious and enervating ſorrow of a Whundred po 
love novel, or gaping at the ridiculous immenſity of a fairy he beauty 
tale. I would have them trained to an uncontaminated appetite 
; ; k b Hock # Uſeful ne 
for truth, exerciſing itſelf in the careful collection of intricate ers of K; 
1 
but uſeful information, and to fear nothing ſo much as to be 2 
y of their c 
outdone by their claſs- fellows. 8 


This mode of education I would continue, accompanying it {Wamilies wit! 
with the manly exerciſcs of wreſtling and the chace, until their Ws ſecondary 


bodies and their minds were fully invigorated, The eivc 
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3 ' They ſhould not leave the ſchools till fifteen, nor the colleges 


Pntil twenty-one ; and four years more I would allot for the 
Nudy of politics, the belles lettres, beaux arts, and to foreign 


avel. 


Io the preſent mode of education may be imputed the frivo- 
ty and indecency of our women, and the want of learning aud 
Public ſpirit among our men. 


Our women are educated in general more upon the plan of 
overneſſes, opera girls, or fortune hunters, than of wives and 
others. They are taught, with or without genius or fortune, 
o ſpeak a language for which they have little or no uſe in this 
ountry, and which leads to the expenſive fopperies only of a 
great and reſpectable nation, whom we venture to call perfidi- 
us, becauſe it wiſhes to oppoſe the tyranny of a nation that 
ould uſurp the freedom not only of her own diſtant ſubjects, 
Put of the nations of Europe and of Aſia. 


They are taught, with or without genius, to play on muſi- 
al inſtruments, to ſing, and to dance a minuet, which their 
ountrymen in general have either not abilities or taſte enough 
o dance with them. 0 


All theſe accompliſhments are attempted to be taught within 
he compaſs of three or four years; and the plain girl, with five 
undred pounds fortune, is educated in the ſame manner with 
be beauty who has five thouſand. 


Uſeful needle work, and the occupations of the lovely daugh- 
ers of King Alcinous, with the economy of a table, the hiſto- 
y of their country, their father and mother's family, and thoſe 
lluſtrious women who have adorned their ſex, and bleſt their 
amilies with examples worthy of imitation, are conſidered only 


$ ſecondary objects. 


The education of our men is quite of a piece with that of 
dur women ; all the purſuits of a wonderful Crichton are crowd- 
d into the compaſs of a few years, during which time there is 

little 


CS. 3 
itle or no diſcipline to correct the natural Noth and idleneſs of 


youth ; neither are they warned againſt the effeminate prac- 
tices of young men, at the critical age of puberty, which 


exhauſt the vigour of mankind, and wither the ſtems of fami- 


lies. 
They are taught to conſider money, acquired by any profeſ- 


fion, however mean or grovelling, nay even by gaming, by ra- 
pine, fraud, and murder, as the only roads to diſlinction, in a 


country become altogether vena], and that venality even ſancti- f 


fied by the monſtruous nature of the conſtitution of the nation 
Wand brot 


itſelf. 


From ſchools and colleges the young man goes abroad, or 


fixes in a profeſſion. If he goes abroad raw and unprincipled, 
he goes not like the wiſe Ulyſſes, to ſtudy the manners and laws 
of nations, more poliſhed than his own, but the opera girls, and 
fopperies and faſhions of other countries, which have the ſame 
tendency in all ages, and in all countrics. 


If he fixes in a profeſſion, he carries along with him the idle- 
neſs and diſſipation of our ſeminaries of learning. He ſcorns to 
kbour a lifetime for an honeſt progreſhve acquiſition of profit, 
but boldly ventures to catt the fortune of his lifetime on a ſingle 
dye. Indeed, who will labour for a lifetime, when he thinks 


he can gain it in half an hour. 


He ſees alſo, that, in this country, the acquiſition of a for- 
tune will ſauctify, or at lealt conceal every villainy, and that it 
matters not much whether four thouſand pounds a year are 
acquired as a reward of the virtues of a Chatham, or for ſtar v- 


ing a million of Gentoos on the other fide of the Ganges. 


Thus, my dear Thomas, have I given you the outlines of our 
preſent ſyſtem of education, and that of a new one, which 1 
think, if adopted, might give us the earnelt of better times, and 
of the preſervation, I ſhould rather ſay the reſtoration of public 


manners, and of public ſpirit, Such was the education, as far as 
fortune 
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fortune and circumſtances would DE rmit, which we reccived from 
our excellent parents, and when I write on theſe fubj<cts, 1 write 


forcibly, and from a happy experience. 


That with undiminiſhed luſtre I have ſupported the dignity 


* TY * ® * % * 
Wand the honour of an illuſtrious title, coeval with the Scottiſh 


monarchy, is to me a ſubje& of the greater ſatis faction, becauſe 
= o ' * 1 
my lortune was narrow and embarraſſed, and that I received no 


o 


ſupport from the State, or from the Prince, nor do yet receive. 


My diſtreſſes were even endearcd to me by having had the 
pleaſure of giving the molt unequivoca} proofs of my friendſhip 
and brother! y affection. 

My whole life has been dedicated to the promotion of the good 
of my family, the Improvement of my taicnts, and the ſcivice 
of my country, though in a private ation. 

Neither do I repine, or even regret, that it has been private; 
for it will be far more hononrable to my memory, when I am 
lead, that impartial poſterity ſhould enquire rather why I was 
not employed, than why I was; and that the rctult of that eu- 


juiry ſhall redound to my glory. 


I am, 


EpixBun Git, Dear Thomas, 
larch 1 1. 1792. . 
1.17 (with great eſteem), 
1 
your faithful and alſectionate brother, 


(Signed) B UC HAN. 
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Bucnaxix Coutris, 


* 


In Aula Scholz Publicæ Edinburgene habita, 


OAT X XIII 
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v111 ante Kalendas Martii, MII 


Eaupirissiuk Rrcros, 


8 amicum meum bene meritum, virum flrenuum, pa- 
trie decus, Gulielmum Pitt, audivi dicere, De republica 
ſe nunquam deſperare potuiſſe, Cum gloriz, virtute, et humani- 
orum literarum omni labore partæ, in juventute noltra afpira- 


tio, aut etiam deliclerium remaneret. 


Mihi profecto, clariſſime Rector, hc ſententia viri magaan;- 
mi optima videtur. Et ſi inſtitutione gymnaſlica, et parentun 
deorumgue cultu, bonis initiis adoleſceutia firmetur, ad omnc 
genus virtutis ætatem proximam aſpiraturam, illue incubituram, 


et perpetuo vigoris flore futuram ſperandoum. 


Caium Criſpum Salluſtum, de reipublice Romane fortuna 
diſſerentem. fic ſeripſiſſe, meminiſti: “ Olim, juventus Roma- 
& na, ſimul laboris ac belli patiens erat, in caſtris per uſum 
que in decoris armis et militar;bus 


mai 


& militiam dlicebat; - 


6 equis, quam in ſcortis atque conviviis lubidinem habebaut. 
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** 1gitur talibus viris non Jabs inſolitus, non locus ullus aſper 
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© mnia domuerat. Sed gloriz maxumum certamen inter ipſos 

erat: ſeſe quiſque holtem ferire, murum adfcendere, confpi- 

ei, dum tale facinus faceret, properabat : cas divitias, eam 

% bonam famam magnainque nobiliatem putabant laudis avi- 
* * * . 1 * * . 1 

edi, pecuni liberales eraut: gloriam ingentem, divitias ho- 

„% neltas volebaat.'? 


Verum, quod nos nunc miſerrime in republica noſtra experti 
ſumus: “ Ubi labore atque juttitia reſpublicau crevit, reges ma- 
« -11 bello domiti, nationes fer ct populi ingentes vi ſubacti, 
Qui labores, pericu- 


toleraverant, 113 otium, 


„ {evire fortuna et miſcere omnia cœ pit. 
& la, dubias atque aſperas res facile 
« {ivitiz optande aliis, oneri miſcria que fuere, Namque ava» 
& ritia, fidem, probitatem, cœteraſque artis bonas ſubvertit; 
& pro his ſuperbiam, crudelitatem, deos neglegere, omnia ve- 
& nalia habere edocuit. Ambitio multos mortalis falſos ſieri 
« ſubegit; aliud clauſum in pectors, aliud in lingua promptum 
© habere; amicitias inimicitiaſque non ex re, ſed ex commodu 
& ;-{tnraare ; magiſque vultum, quam ingenium bonum habe- 


«6 re 537 


Hie, eruditiſſime Rector, diſciplinz derelictæ fructus peſtiſer 


fine bonarum artium, quas 


* . * * * 
apud Romanos fuit, qui, fine omuſum 


ſupra memoravimus cultu, nullo modo evitart poitunt. 


Me patriz amore penitus accenſum maxume delectat, in hac 
Schola illuſtri eam diſciplinam optutam, ſœpe deſideratam, et 
has honas artes memoratas videre, percipere frui, et melioris 
vi, per tuos labores ct exempla, optare et ſperare; ſine queis, 


imperium nuſtrum olim Mag x DAITAN NIA, nomen empha- 


tice, adeptum, ruinam trahct. 


— Jp 
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Ervrrrutx, 


T gives me great ſatis faction to obſerve the progreſs yo 
have made in claſhca! erudition, uſeful knowledge, and re- 


gular manners, under the tuition of your excellent preceptor, 


I entreat you, that when you leave theſe ſchools, and theco]- 
leges, which are to follow them, you will not allow your attach 
ment to the claſſics, or your thirlt for knowledge, to abate, by 
mixing too much in the faſhionable follies, diſiipation, or floth- 
fulneſs of the age. Culttvate manly exerciſes, and learned oc 
cupations ; retain manly ſentiments, and never be aſhamed of 
being thought ſingularly g00d, or rigidly virtuous, 

A 

The eyes of philoſophers and of patiots are upon you, and I am 
anxious in the expectation, thatin you, my dear fellow citizens, 
the defires of my heart, the vows of your parents and guardians 
and the hopes of your native country, will not be diſappoint» 
ed. 

You form a reſpetable part of a riſiag generation, from the 
form and colour of which, the ruin or ſalvatior, of your coun- 


try is to -riſe. It is necdlele for me therefore to add any more, 


«c Perpite, ut facitis, 2 'oleſcentes, ut vobis honort, et ami- 


ee cis utilitati, et reipublicg emolumento, cle poſlitis.“ 
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The learned Retor, Mr Alexander Adam, then addecſſed 
bis Lordſhip extempore to the following cficct. 

« GRATIAS tibi, quam maximas 2gimus, vir nobiliſume et 
e or nat iin me, quod nos honor e tanto aſhcere dignatus is. Jau— 
«« djibus tuis incitzti in bouis literis, et utili doctrina ma- 
« jores uſque progreſſus facere, ſumma ope nitemur. Louos 


* enim ali: artes, omneſqe gloria ſtimulis ducimur. 


